Below is some general information about the Microsoft ODBC Test utility (32-bit version).  This is one of the best available testing tools for testing ODBC connections on a Windows platform using 32-bit drivers.  
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Microsoft ODBC Test (32-bit version)   

What is ODBC Test?

- ODBC Test is a utility created by Microsoft that accompanies the Microsoft ODBC Software Development Kit.  It provides a testing environment that replaces the front-end application you are running (such as MS Access, for instance) and allows you to connect and test SQL statements through an ODBC driver.  Currently there are both a 2.5 and a 3.0 version available. 

Why is it useful?

- ODBC Test is useful because it allows the user to replace a potentially complex application (again, MS Access is a good example) with a far simpler testing utility.  It basically provides the user with direct control over any environment settings that another application might be coded to configure automatically (and thus, potentially outside of your control).

Does the 3.0 version allow you to test 2.0 ODBC function calls?

- Yes.  ODBC 3.0 is backward compatible with 2.0 function calls. Furthermore, the 3.0 version of ODBC Test may be configured to use either.

How do I test my ability to connect with ODBC Test?

NOTE:  This procedure is same with either version.

1.  Start the utility (either using a shortcut or by clicking on the "odbcte32.exe" file.

2.  Click on the "handshake" button.  This is a shortcut to 

initiate a "full connect."  You will be presented with a Full Connect window.

3.  Select your datasource from the list shown.  (If you already have a user or system datasource defined from within the ODBC Administrator, it should be available here.)  Hit OK.

4.  You should now be presented with a full-blown "Logon" dialog box. Enter your Username and Password.  (You may also need to enter your ServerName or Database name, depending upon the database in question.) 

Hit OK

5.  If your connection is successful, you will see an output windows that says:

Successfully connected to DSN 'your datasource name here'.

How do I test if I can issue a simple SQL statement?

To issue any SQL statements such as a "create table," "select," "update," or "delete," do the following:

1.  In the upper half of window representing your connection 

(you will see your datasource name listed at the top), enter your SQL statement.  For instance, you could enter:

select * from emp

2.  Highlight the text of the statement you wish to execute, 

and then click the "red exclamation point" button.  (This button is the shortcut for a SQLExecDirect.)

3.  If the statement is successful, you should see something similar to:

SQLExecDirect:

In:    hstmt=#1 0x006A0078, szSqlStr=VALID, cbSqlStr=-3 Return: SQL_SUCCESS=0

4.  If the statement was a select statement, in order to actually fetch the records, hit the "Get Data All" button.  (This is the shortcut button directly to the right of the "red exclamation point." If successful, you will see a 

scrolling list of the records found by your select statement.

5.  Should you ever receive a SQL_ERROR=-1 Return code, then you may hit the "Error Message" shortcut button to retrieve the exact 

error message.  (This is button marked "Err" four buttons to the right of the "red exclamation button.")

That's it.  You now have a utility with which you may test your ability to connect via an ODBC driver.  In addition, you can test almost any type of SQL command or operation through this interface.   

